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Interviews
	Participant Information Sheet
For interviews

	Supervisors: 

Dr Stephen Thorpe (Principal Investigator)
[Supervisor’s Name] (Primary Supervisor)
[Add Co-supervisors if applicable]


	Date that data collection will start:

<Date>


	Project Title

<Student Project Title>

	An Invitation
Kia ora,
You are invited to participate in a research study on <Student Project Description>. This study is being conducted by <Student Name> from Auckland University of Technology, New Zealand. Other research team members include <Supervisor’s Name>. The study is being carried out as a requirement for my Master of IT Project Management.
The aim of this research is to <Student Research Project Aim>.
I am seeking participants aged 16 or over who have experience working in software engineering or IT project management to be interviewed on their perceptions of roles, practices, and frameworks used in software engineering and IT project management. 


	What is the purpose of this research?
This purpose of this research project is <Student Research Project Purpose Statement>.
	

	How was I identified and why am I being invited to participate in this research?
You are being invited because you responded to an invitation shared on social media or through a professional network. You meet the criteria if you are 16+ years old and have a minimum of <Years of Experience Required> years’ experience in software engineering or IT project management. 


	How do I agree to participate in this research?
You will express your consent by complete the Consent Form emailed along with this information sheet. 
Your participation in this research is voluntary (it is your choice) and whether you choose to participate will neither advantage nor disadvantage you. You can withdraw from the study at any time by informing the Primary Researcher. If you choose to withdraw from the study, then you can ask for information collected up until your withdrawal from the study to be deleted unless you withdraw after the study analyses have been undertaken.


	What will my participation involve?
As a participant, you will be interviewed in-person at a mutually agreed location at a convenient time during normal business hours or via MS Teams for approximately <Anticipated Interview Timeframe> minutes. The interview will consist of open questions related to software engineering or IT project management related to <Student Project Topic>.
The interviews will be recorded and transcribed using secure AI-assisted transcription software. All data related to the interviews will be securely stored in a password protected folder on AUT’s SharePoint system which only the student and supervisor can access. The data will be used for the purposes of this research study. The findings will be included in my master’s research report and may also subsequently be included in academic presentations and research publications.

	

	What are the benefits?
Your contribution will support the development of a deeper understanding of software engineering, IT project management and software product delivery. The findings may help with formulating new recommendations for IT project management and software product delivery in your industry. Your participation will also support student researcher development in helping me to develop research skills and complete my postgraduate studies at AUT.


	What are the costs?
The only anticipated cost is your time - approximately <Anticipated Interview Timeframe> minutes.


	Will the results of the study be published?
The results of this research will be published in a Research Report submitted for assessment. Results may be published in peer-reviewed, academic journals. Results may also be presented during conferences or seminars to wider professional and academic communities. You will not be identiﬁable in any publication.

What are the discomforts and risks?
The study is investigating views and experiences of software engineering or IT project management related to <Student Project Topic>. The interview questions are expected to have minimal discomfort and risk. You will be asked for your opinion and the questions asked are unlikely to be highly stressful or difficult to respond to. It is also unlikely that you will experience any significant discomfort, embarrassment, incapacity, or psychological disturbance.

What will happen to information about me? 
The privacy of your information will be protected by using synonyms (codes) for any responses that may identify individuals or their associations. No individually identifiable information will be included in the Research Report or publications. Any interview data collected will only be accessible to the primary researcher and their supervisors. Files will be stored in a password protected folder on AUT’s SharePoint platform. Research material will be kept for a minimum of 6 years and will then be destroyed.
There may be some small risk that a participant may recognize in the report findings what another participant may have said, given that they may work together in the same industry or field. Participant’s names will de-identified along with any identifiable team or department names. Participant’s information and interview data will be handled confidentially, used solely for research purposes, and not shared with anyone other than the primary researcher and supervisors.
You will have an opportunity to review the interview transcript to ensure it accurately reflects your views and intentions. If you wish, you may correct any errors or misinterpretations, clarify or expand on any points, and/or request that any sections be amended or removed. Your review of the transcript is entirely optional. 
By signing the Consent Form, you are indicating your agreement to the use of your information as stated in this Information Sheet.  
What opportunity do I have to consider this invitation?
Up to two weeks. You may choose to participate at any time during that period.


	Will participants receive feedback on the results of this research?
If you would like to see a summary report of the findings, please indicate this on the Consent Form and I will send a summary of the research to you at the end of the study.


	What do I do if I have concerns about this research?
Any concerns regarding the nature of this project should be notified in the first instance to the Primary Supervisor, <Supervisor Name>, <Supervisor Email>, (+649) 921 9999 ext <Supervisor Phone Extension>.

Concerns regarding the conduct of the research should be notified to the Executive Secretary of AUTEC, ethics@aut.ac.nz, (+649) 921 9999 ext 6038.

Who do I contact for further information about this research?

Please keep this Information Sheet and a copy of the Consent Form for your future reference. You are also able to contact the research team as follows:

Researcher Contact Details:

[Student Name], [Email], [Phone Number]

Project Supervisor Contact Details:

[Supervisor Name], [Email], [Phone Number]

Principal Investigator Contact Details:
Dr Stephen Thorpe, sthorpe@aut.ac.nz, (+649) 921 9999 (ext. 5159).

Approved by the Auckland University of Technology Ethics Committee on 19 February 2026 AUTEC Reference number 26/20.
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