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Project Title
Blended learning and accessibility. A phenomenological study of the experiences of tertiary students with accessibility neeAccessing blended learning: Phenomenological insights from tertiary students with vision loss, hearing loss and neurodiverse profiles.”
 Kia ora
You are invited to participate in a research study on the experience of blended learning when you have accessibility needs. This study is student research and is being conducted by Stephanie Haven, supervised by Dr Cara Poffley and Dr Shelaine Zambas. The study is being carried out as a requirement for Stephanie’s Master of Health Science qualification.
Blended learning is an educational approach that combines face-to-face teaching with online learning activities, allowing students to engage with course content both in person and digitally.
Accessibility needs refer to challenges a student may face when accessing blended learning due to vision or hearing impairments, or neurodiversity. These needs can affect how students engage with blended learning and may require specific supports or adjustments to ensure equitable access.
What is the purpose of this research?
The COVID-19 pandemic dramatically changed how we live, work, and study globally.  This, coupled with the meteoric rise of technology-based learning, has rapidly changed the face of tertiary education. Our current understanding of how students with accessibility needs experience technology-based learning is minimal. This research will explore the lived experience of blended learning for tertiary students with accessibility needs.  Understanding the lived experience matters for many reasons, not least because only someone who has been through an experience knows the nuances and complexities of dealing with it. Hopefully, this research will inform and encourage tertiary educators to understand the blended learning experience for students with accessibility needs. The research will involve interviews or hui with ten students with accessibility needs who have experience with more than one semester of blended learning at AUT. The findings of this research may be used for academic publications and presentations.
How was I identified and why am I being invited to participate in this research?
You have received this information sheet after responding to an advert seeking out students with accessibility needs who have experience with blended learning.  
Inclusion criteria:
· Must speak English or use New Zealand Sign Language
· Must be enrolled in tertiary study through AUT
· Must have experience with completing at least one semester of a blended learning program
· Must have a vision and/or hearing impairment and/or recognized neurodiversity
· Neurodiversity can include but is not limited to; Dyslexia, Autistic Spectrum Disorders, ADHD, Dyscalculia, Dyspraxia and Dysgraphia.

Exclusion criteria:
· Students who are unable to attend a face-to-face interview either in person or via zoom/teams.
· Students who are unable to communicate their experiences either verbally or through an interpreterS.

How do I agree to participate in this research?
If you choose to participate in this research, please complete the Participant Consent Form attached to this email and return it to Stephanie Haven within 4 weeks of receiving this invitation.
Your participation in this research is voluntary (it is your choice) and whether you choose to participate will neither advantage nor disadvantage you. You can withdraw from the study up until the point where the data is being analysed by informing the Researcher. 

If you wish to discuss this further before making a decision, Stephanie is happy to arrange a zoom/teams meeting with you to answer any questions and provide further clarification. Please email Stephanie if you would like to arrange this.


What will my participation involve?
If you choose to participate in the research, you will be asked to take part in either an individual interview with Stephanie Haven or a group hui with other participants, depending on your preference. Stephanie will meet you on a mutually convenient date and time, either at your preferred AUT campus or on Zoom/Teams. You are welcome to bring a support person, cultural advisor and/or assistance animal to the interview or hui.  If you would like a NZ Sign Language interpreter to be present, please let Stephanie know beforehand, and she will arrange this. 
Two recording devices will record the interview or hui to ensure your experience can be accurately transcribed and analysed. 
Please expect the interview or hui to take approximately one hour, but this may vary depending on how the discussion goes. Within two weeks of your interview or hui, you will be offered the opportunity to review your transcript or a summary of themes from the hui to ensure the information you have provided is accurate. 
You will be asked to share your demographic data and specify your accessibility need, i.e., do you have vision impairment, hearing impairment, or neurodiversity? Stephanie will then ask you: “Please share with me your experience of learning in the courses you are currently enrolled in or have been enrolled in.”  Stephanie may ask you some follow-up questions to explore and understand your experience fully.  The information you share with Stephanie is entirely your choice, and you can choose not to answer a question if you wish.  Your experience will be treated with respect, and your identifying details will remain confidential.  You will be given the opportunity to choose a pseudonym that will be used when the research is published.

What are the benefits?
The aim of this study is to explore the experience of blended learning and enable the participants' voices to be heard. The main benefit of this research is to support educational institutions in understanding what is working well and what could be improved regarding their blended learning approaches for students with accessibility needs. 
This will support an increase in academic success rates and improve prospects for this student population. 
What are the costs?
The cost to you as a participant will be approximately one hour of your time for the interview or hui and some time later for you to review your transcript. 
You will receive a Prezzy voucher as a token of appreciation to thank you for your participation.
Will the results of the study be published?
The results of this research will be published in a master’s thesis.  This thesis will be available to the general public through the AUT library. Results may be published in peer-reviewed academic journals. Results will also be presented to wider professional and academic communities during conferences or seminars. You will not be identiﬁable in any publication.

What are the discomforts and risks?
 Your participation in this research is entirely voluntary, and you can choose what you would and wouldn’t like to share in the interview or hui.   Only the information you choose to share will be gathered. You are welcome to bring a support person with you to the interview or hui. Talking about accessibility challenges could be triggering for some people. You can choose not to answer a question and may leave at any time. If you do find any of the discussion uncomfortable or triggering, AUT Student Counselling and Mental Health Services are available for support afterward.
How will these discomforts and risks be alleviated?
AUT Student Counselling and Mental Health is able to offer three free sessions of confidential counselling support for adult participants in an AUT research project. These sessions are only available for issues that have arisen directly as a result of participation in the research and are not for other general counselling needs. To access these services, you will need to: 
· drop into our centre at WB203 City Campus, email counselling@aut.ac.nz or call (09) 921 9292.
· let the receptionist know that you are a research participant and provide the title of my research and my name and contact details as given in this Information Sheet.
You can find out more information about AUT counsellors and counselling on https://www.aut.ac.nz/student-life/student-support/counselling-and-mental-health

What will happen to information about me? 
· You will be given the opportunity to choose a pseudonym to de-identify your story while retaining the humanity of your experience. Stephanie Haven will be the only person with access to the list linking the pseudonym with your real name and demographic data.
· Your name, age, accessibility need, and your general area of study will be collected for analysis purposes.  Your name, age and area of study will remain confidential.  Your accessibility needs may be used for analysis purposes. 
· Please note that, due to the relatively small number of AUT students with accessibility needs, complete anonymity cannot be guaranteed. Every effort will be made to protect your identity, but there is a small possibility that someone familiar with your circumstances may be able to recognise your story in publications related to this research study.
· No information will be sought about you from external sources. Only the information you choose to share will be gathered.
· Your information and transcripts will be stored on a secure, password-protected AUT OneDrive belonging to the Primary Supervisor. Your Participant Consent Forms will be stored in a locked drawer in Stephanie’s supervisors' office at AUT. Your information will be stored for six years after the research is complete, at which point it will be destroyed or deleted. 
· Data will be deleted from portable recording devices after downloading has taken place
· This research may lead to further research into the topic in the future. You are not obligated to participate in any further research unless you choose to do so.
· The interview or hui recordings will be shared with a professional transcriber.  This transcriber will sign a confidentiality agreement. The transcripts will be shared with Stephanie’s supervisors to support the data analysis process.
· Transcripts of individual interviews will be offered for checking, and a summary of themes from the hui will be offered for confirmation by hui participants. The transcripts or summary will be offered for checking within two weeks of the interview or hui. You have the right to withdraw your information at any time until the point where the data is being analysed.  
·  By signing the consent form, you are agreeing to the use of your information as stated in this Information Sheet.  Identifiable information will only be disclosed outside of the study with the participant’s permission, or as required by law. 
 
Māori data sovereignty 
Māori data sovereignty is about protecting information or knowledge that is about (or comes from) Māori people. We recognise the taonga of the data collected for this study. To help protect this taonga:
• We have consulted with AUT’s Mātauranga Māori Committee about the collection, ownership, and use of study data. 
• We can allow Māori organisations to access de-identified study data, for uses that may benefit Māori only with your permission.
What opportunity do I have to consider this invitation?
You have 4 weeks from receiving this information to consider and respond to this invitation.
Will I receive feedback on the results of this research?
I will send a summary of the research to you at the end of the study, if you request this. 

What do I do if I have concerns about this research?
Any concerns regarding the nature of this project should be notified in the first instance to the Project Supervisor, Dr Cara Poffley, cara.poffley@aut.ac.nz, 09 9219999 ext 7137. 
Concerns regarding the conduct of the research should be notified to the Executive Secretary of AUTEC, ethics@aut.ac.nz, (+649) 921 9999 ext 6038.
Who do I contact for further information about this research?
Please keep this Information Sheet and a copy of the Consent Form for your future reference. You are also able to contact the research team as follows:
Researcher Contact Details:
Stephanie Haven: hty7864@autuni.ac.nz
Project Supervisor Contact Details:
Dr Cara Poffley: cara.poffley@aut.ac.nz.
Dr Shelaine Zambas: shelaine.zambas@aut.ac.nz
Approved by the Auckland University of Technology Ethics Committee on type the date final ethics approval was granted, AUTEC Reference number 25/351 .
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