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The intention of this presentation is to showcase the Narrative Inquiry methodology
which has been used to explore the experiences of midwives who have worked in New
Zealand since the 1990 when the contemporary maternity model was implemented. In-
depth interviews took place across Aotearoa with 16 midwives and 5 consumers.
Narrative Inquiry methodology has been utilised to perform interviews, transcribe and
analyse data. Participants shared their narratives of working clinically, in education, and
within governance of the midwifery profession, and shared their narratives around how
the profession of midwifery has evolved throughout the years. Using a framework
sourced from Connelly & Clandinin (2006), this study references the concepts of
temporality (time), place (location) and sociality (social conditions within New Zealand)
in the analysis. Within narrative inquiry, temporality utilises timepoints such as past,
present and future to situate a story within the context of when events occurred with
the vantage point of hindsight (Kim, 2015) to inform future events. These collated
narratives capture historical perspectives of local midwifery over time, highlighting a
shift in birthing culture which has led to changes in practice and how the profession has
responded. Additionally, this korero will touch on how the ethical challenges were
surmounted as the researcher proposed to directly contact participants and identify
their names in the final write up.
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