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  LitPlus researchers have enjoyed the
opportunity to take LitPlus research
out and about in recent months. We’ll
tell you a bit about our local and
international travels in this issue of
our newsletter, as well as current work
we’re doing in LitPlus.
  To the right, you’ll see the first page
of an article John Milne and I wrote for
NZLA’s Literacy Forum at the invitation
of our friends from Auckland Literacy
Association. It summarises our main
projects and findings, including our
view that literacies are situated, active
and collective practices. We read,
kōrero, or write when the environment
is set up in ways that invite these
activities. When the things or people
that invite our participation in literacy
are removed or changed, literacies
change too.
  We learn a lot from meeting and
talking with other people who are
involved in organisations, initiatives
and research projects related to our
work. The LitPlus community ethos
places a lot of importance on
connections, sharing knowledge and
collaboration. Follow the links
throughout this newsletter to learn
from these people too. 

Ruth Boyask, Director LitPlus
Read more in Literacy Forum, Vol 41, No 2, 2026

https://www.nzla.org.nz/literacyform
https://www.nzla.org.nz/literacyform
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SCOTLAND

SINGAPORE
  The UKLA conference is held every year in
different parts of Britain. This year it was in
Glasgow. Here Ruth met with Professor Teresa
Cremin who is a long-standing critical friend to
LitPlus. Teresa’s work on Reading for Pleasure (RfP)
at the Open University, England, is phenomenal,
and she has been instrumental in keeping RfP on
the agenda for teachers, researchers and politicians
throughout the UK. This year she was called as an
expert witness to the Westminster Education
Committee inquiry into RfP, prompted by reports of
long-term declines in reading. The evidence and
reports from the inquiry all make interesting
reading. We hope the government in ANZ elected
this year will take heed of the need to stem declines
in reading enjoyment, also seen in our country. 

   

SLOVENIA
  Both Ruth and John attended the European
Conference on Literacy in Ljubljana, a UNESCO City
of Literature. One of the highlights was meeting
Associate Professor Ana Vogrinčič Čepič from the
University of Ljubljana and learning about the
Pathways to MoRe Reading for Pleasure project
she led with colleagues from Finland and Italy on
supporting primary school children’s reading for
pleasure through the use of trained reading
motivators. Ana is interested in others trialling and
using their resources to train motivators. 
  Slovenia was a fascinating country for literacy
researchers. It is compulsory for every school to
have a school library. Another interesting initiative
is the Ljubljana Reading Manifesto, which is a
statement informed by research evidence that the
digital environment is having a negative effect on
long-form reading and comprehension. It was also
interesting to see the manifesto at work in higher
education in a project that evaluated participation
in Reading Seminars, non-instrumental, extra-
curricular reading for pleasure for university
students to promote higher-order reading.   

Read the manifesto here

 In June, Ruth met Associate Professor Loh
Chin Ee at NIE in Singapore to talk about
material environments that support reading.
Chin Ee has done some awesome work on
school libraries, thinking about how they can
be redesigned to support more reading
engagement. She is also interested in social
engagement in reading supported through
book clubs, and is currently working on a
large-scale longitudinal project looking at the
future of reading by comparing print and
digital reading practices. Find out about her
extensive work on her website - including her
videos, publications and podcasts. 
 While in Singapore, Ruth also met Dr
Christine Xavier, who advocates for teaching
grammar through a lens of meaning-making,
emphasising to learners how grammar aids
comprehension. Christine had organised a
symposium with some colleagues from UCL,
England. Professor Rachel Levy researches
reading together with young children. Young
children benefit more from reading for
pleasure, such as through social connection
or enhanced cognition, when it is a
pleasurable experience for everyone involved.
She’s recently been exploring these ideas in
China. Professor Sam Duncan’s focus is adult
reading, and in Singapore she was talking
about her study of adult oral reading
practices in Britain. 

https://readingmanifesto.org/
https://committees.parliament.uk/event/26382/formal-meeting-oral-evidence-session/
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/9456/reading-for-pleasure/publications/
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/9456/reading-for-pleasure/publications/
https://www.ff.uni-lj.si/sites/default/files/documents/MORE_booklet_layout_final_web_23.12.2025.pdf
https://readingmanifesto.org/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DTSJzbdjeMb/?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet
https://readingmanifesto.org/
https://www.lohchinee.com/
https://www.lohchinee.com/in-the-news
https://www.lohchinee.com/publications
https://www.lohchinee.com/hwr-s1
https://meltajournals.com/index.php/TET/article/view/38/38
https://blogs.ucl.ac.uk/ioe/2026/02/26/promoting-parent-child-shared-reading-learning-from-a-uk-china-knowledge-exchange-project/
https://blogs.ucl.ac.uk/ioe/2026/02/26/promoting-parent-child-shared-reading-learning-from-a-uk-china-knowledge-exchange-project/
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/ioe/research-projects/2017/jun/reading-aloud-britain-today
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/ioe/research-projects/2017/jun/reading-aloud-britain-today


If you haven’t already, we recommend listening
to Te Awhi Rito Reading Ambassador, Kate de
Goldi on the big picture for reading. 

 

  LitPlus researchers are busy with projects co-designed
with national literacy organisations. Ross Bernay and
John Milne are extending work with Storylines Trust on
How author talks engage students in reading and
writing. You’ll remember that in 2024 Ross and John
with student researchers evaluated the impact of a
Storylines Story Tour through talking to teachers. Now
they are surveying children and young people
immediately after an author talk and then six months
later. We’ll let you know what the results have to say.
Ruth Boyask, Rebecca Hopkins, Mihaela Enache and Jo
Pascoe are investigating the different systemic support
mechanisms, people and environments for reading
within one local area on the Mapping Community
Support for Children’s Reading project. This project has
been set up in consultation with ALA, SLANZA, PLNZ
and the National Library. We’re close to starting data
collection using socio-ecological mapping, interviews,
and surveys. John Milne, Jayne Jackson, Esther Graham
and Jo Bishop are working on a study called Teachers
Reading Aloud. They have been reviewing literature.
LitPlus researcher Tafili Utumapu-McBride has been
working with her colleagues on an expanded, Pacific
notion of phonemic awareness for early childhood
education for the Ministry of Education.  
  Tea with LitPlus Ruth has been meeting with other
researchers working in literacy education. Professor
Janet Gaffney discussed her new work that centres
“the child and their whānau” in affecting educational
systems. Fa’alogo Aganoa Dr Jacoba Matapo discussed
embodied, Pacific literacies for early years. Discussions
with Professor Rebecca Jesson were on the state of
literacy education in Aotearoa New Zealand and her
upcoming book on research partnerships. We aim to
extend these conversations to understand what a
future literacy education for Aotearoa should look like.
Keep reading! 

LitPlus is listening toLitPlus in Aotearoa

EMAIL US HERE

LITPLUS RESEARCH AND PROFESSIONAL LEARNING COMMUNITY

  In Europe we met Professor Alyson Smith from
the University of Sydney. She’s done some
fascinating work on children’s book awards for
supporting volitional reading. See this article
about the Australian K.O.A.L.A. Choosing your
own books is important for motivating reading. 
  In the same issue of Literacy Forum as Ruth
and John’s piece on LitPlus (41(2)), Professor
Rebecca Jesson from the University of Auckland
has written on the value of Research Practice
Partnerships. Rebecca reminds us of the
importance of dialogue, coming to agreed
understanding together and recognising that
context affects the quality of reading education. 
  We also like this piece from Barbara Sahakian
and her colleagues in the UK on the evidence of
the health and cognitive benefits of reading
(mihi to both Stuart McNaughton and Selena
Meiklejohn-Whiu for sharing this with us). And
this one from Australian academic Mellie Green
on a Deweyan-inspired pedagogical framework
for reading for enjoyment. 

Reading in the news

Listen to Kate de Goldi here

LitPlus is reading

RNZ What the ’recent invention’ of reading
does to our brains

Subscribe If someone has forwarded this
newsletter to you and you’d like to be
added to our list, get in touch!!

The Spinoff ‘Sustained under-investment’: the
dire state of school libraries and the years-long
cry for help

https://www.rnz.co.nz/national/programmes/saturday/audio/2019048703/reading-between-the-lines-the-true-cost-of-low-literacy
https://www.aut.ac.nz/study/study-options/education/research/litplus-research-and-professional-learning-community/our-people
https://www.aut.ac.nz/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/1045000/Storylines-report-FINAL.pdf
https://www.aut.ac.nz/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/1045000/Storylines-report-FINAL.pdf
https://academics.aut.ac.nz/jacoba.matapo/grants
https://search.informit.org/doi/10.3316/informit.106357018568258
https://www.nzla.org.nz/literacyform
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0033291726105625
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s44020-026-00126-z
https://www.rnz.co.nz/national/programmes/saturday/audio/2019048703/reading-between-the-lines-the-true-cost-of-low-literacy
https://www.rnz.co.nz/life/books/what-the-recent-invention-of-reading-does-to-our-brains
https://thespinoff.co.nz/books/10-08-2026/sustained-under-investment-the-dire-state-of-school-libraries-and-the-years-long-cry-for-help
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